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Join us

for Pure Religion Sunday

YOUR CHURCH HERE

Together we join with the Church around the world to
remember God'’s heart for vulnerable children and families
in our communities.

Rooted in James 1:27, Pure Religion Sunday invites all
believers to live in ways that are decisively different and
set apart (holy), and that embody self-giving sacrifice
(helpful) for the orphaned, widowed and vulnerable
among us. It's about growing deeper in our faith and living
out our faith wider — recognizing that when we move
toward the hurting and hard places in our world, we not
only reflect Jesus but also grow more like Him each day.

Pure Religion Sunday rises from the heritage of Orphan
Sunday and Stand Sunday, where a small, humble church
in Zambia (Orphan Sunday, 2002) and another in
Brownwood, TX (Stand Sunday, 2004) responded to God's
call to welcome and care for the vulnerable children of
their communities.

Together, we believe that we are not all called to do the
same things, but we are all capable of doing something to
help children and families experience God's unfailing love.
Everyone can do something! We invite you to prayerfully
consider what your “something” might be!
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Join us

for Orphan Sunday at

Together we join with the Global Church to remember
God'’s heart for the orphaned and vulnerable children
in our community and in our world.

The legacy of Orphan Sunday came as a gift from the
church in Africa through a Zambian pastor’s
passionate call to care for orphans in a community
that had been ravaged by AIDS and poverty. Members
of the church faced deep needs themselves. But as
the service ended, one after another stepped forward
with money, food, and other goods — some even
taking off their own shoes and placing them in the
offering for orphans.

Together, we believe that everyone can do something
to help a vulnerable child and family. We hope you will
pray about the ways you can begin to reflect God’s
heart for the vulnerable on Orphan Sunday.
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Join us

for Stand Sunday at
YOUR CHURCH HERE.

Together we join with churches across the US. to raise
awareness of the needs of vulnerable children and families in
our communities who are touched by the foster care system.

The legacy of Stand Sunday comes from a small church in
Brownwood, Texas. There, pastor and foster/adoptive parent
Bishop Aaron Blake said to his congregation, “Brothers and
sisters, there are about 30,000 children in the foster care
system in Texas and nearly a half a million in the U.S.” He then
asked this one simple question (while not expecting a verbal
onswer), “Who will stand with me to defend, care, and support
abused, abandoned, and neglected children in our
community?” After a brief moment of silence, one lady in the
back of the church stood up and simply replied, “Pastor...I will.”
And, Stand Sunday was born.

Like a tiny, smoldering ember dropped in a pile of thirsty pine
needles, her voice began to multiply. To his amazement,
Bishop Blake watched as one family after another stood up
and joined their voices to hers. As a result of that day, this
church and the surrounding community has cared for and
adopted hundreds of children in foster care over the last 18
years. In fact, their county actually has more than enough
foster families to meet the need there.

We hope you will pray about the ways you can begin to stand
up for kids and families in foster care so that together we can
provide more than enough support for families in our
community.
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